
 

 

Lockable Water Meter Program  
 
The Kalispell Building Department would like to keep you informed of some changing 
policies within the city. It has always been a goal of the building department to ensure 
that all construction in the city receives a final inspection and a certificate of occupancy 
(C/O).  This has been difficult in our residential program as, in some cases, families 
begin moving in before construction is complete.  We have researched many 
techniques or programs to help insure that a C/O can be issued in a manner that does 
not unduly restrict the contractor and his efforts to build a quality unit.  In that light, the 
city will begin issuing a lockable water meter next month.  The residential water meter 
will leave city hall with a lock on it in the “off” position.  The water meter will be able to 
be turned on to allow between 3-5 gallons of water per minute to flow through the meter 
to provide water for painters, drywall finishers, cleaning, filling the water heater tank, 
etc. during construction. After the building inspector completes all inspections and 
determines that all life safety items are complete and code compliant, a C/O will be 
issued and he will remove the lock.  
 
The program will consist of the city water department, as they do now, issuing the water 
meter but the new meter will be locked in the off position.  A tag will be attached to the 
meter with the following information. 
 

a. This meter is sold in the off position with a combination lock attached. 

b. Upon installation, the meter valve may be opened to allow between 3-5 

gallons of water flow per minute without damaging the lock. 

c. At time of final inspection and granting of a certificate of occupancy (C/O) 

the building inspector will turn water off and remove the lock.  Homeowner 

may then turn water on or off as desired. 

d. Note:  It is a civil infraction punishable by up to a $300 fine to: 

i. Tamper with or damage the locking device on this meter. 

ii. Occupy this residence without the issuance of a C/O by the 

Kalispell Building Dept. 

e. If you have questions, please contact:  

i. Kalispell Building Department - 758-7730 

ii. Kalispell Water Department    - 758-7720 

OTHER INFORMATION: 
 

 The lockable meter will only be used for new residential construction.  It is not 
intended for commercial projects or remodels.  
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 Please note that a C/O is issued at the time of final inspection and it certifies that 
all health and safety building code issues have been addressed.  Often times 
there are other city requirements (paved driveway, city sidewalk work, final 
grading, planting trees in blvd,) that must be addressed as part of the building 
permit process.  These are not directly related to health and safety and often 
times can not be immediately completed because of weather, freeze up , etc.  . 
As in the past these types of issues may be bonded for completion at a later 
time.   

 

 The city will also be emphasizing proper positive lot drainage.  When a project is 
being constructed on a lot within a new subdivision that has a city approved 
drainage plan, the Building department  will be asking the builder/owner to certify 
at the time of completion that the final lot grading conforms to the approved 
drainage plan for the subdivision.   
 

 
 


