Core & Rail Redevelopment Summer 2016

We want to hear from you!

Please tell us what you would like to see along the Core Area trail:

____ Bathrooms ~ Pet Waste Stations
__ Benches ___ Picnic Areas

___ Dedicated Bike Lane __ Public Art
___Drinking Fountains/Water Stations ~__ Trailheads

Grassy Boulevards

___Trail Surface: concrete/asphalt/gravel

(Circle One)
___Interpretive Signs ___ Trash Cans
___ Lighting __Trees
__ Pedestrian Activated Street Crossings ___ Other
Comments:.
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We Need Your Help!

Wow! A lot has happened in the past few years and there is more to do. The Core
Area Plan was adopted by the City in 2012 which set in motion plans to build a rail
industrial park in the old McElroy and Wilken gravel pit between Whitefish Stage Road
and Office Max (hopefully starting next spring). CENEX (CHS) is gearing up to relocate
their grain elevator and fertilizer plant to the new rail park (hopefully beginning
construction later next summer). The tracks would come out of Kalispell in the next
2-3 years and shortly thereafter a new trail/linear park will be constructed along with
new street extension(s) (complete streets) to allow new routes for traffic and
pedestrians to flow north-south through the old rail corridor. In addition, the City
received a $10 million federal TIGER grant from the Department of Transportation to
assist in the construction of these activities.

We are holding a series of open houses and public meetings (listed below) to give the public an opportunity to comment
on our plans to date.

JOIN US TO SHARE YOUR IDEAS ABOUT THE CORE & RAIL REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT
TRAIL AND POTENTIAL STREET CONNECTIONS

Northwest Montana Fair Booth —Expo Building
Wednesday, August 17th beginning at 9 a.m.
Thursday, August 18th beginning at 9 a.m.
Friday, August 19th beginning at 9 a.m.

Open House - City Hall Council Chambers
Wednesday, August 24th 5—7 p.m.
Project Presentation at 6 p.m.

Open House —City Hall Council Chambers
Thursday, August 25th 11 a.m.—1 p.m.
Project Presentation at 12 p.m.

Also look for us at the following community events:
Picnic in the Park—Depot Park
Thursday!Fest—Lawn of the Museum at Central School

Contact the City of Kalispell
Community Development Department
City Hall — 201 1st Avenue East
kthompson@kalispell.com
406.758.7713
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We want to hear from you!

Please tell us your priorities for potential new north-south
street connections in the Core Area:

____A. Meridian Court ___E. 3rd Avenue West North
____B. 8th Avenue West North ____F.2nd Avenue West North
___C. 6th Avenue West North ___G. 1st Avenue West North
___D. 4th Avenue West North ____H.Woodland Avenue North
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Please see trail portion of questionnaire on the next page.
This questionnaire can be mailed to or dropped off at City Hall.

Proposed Path and Rail Please return to:
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The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) is a law created to assure that all branches of government give proper consideration to the environment prior to undertaking any major federal action that significantly affects the environment.
An Environmental Assessment (EA) is an assessment of the likelihood of impacts from alternative courses of action and is the most visible NEPA requirement. In keeping with NEPA, the City of Kalispell is asking for public input on the TIGER project spe-
cific to the potential new north-south street connections and trail design.

Kalispell’s TIGER grant application proposes up to four (4) new, north-south street connections be built. The adjacent map shows eight possible street connections within the Core Area and we need your input to identify which of these are of the
highest priority to our community considering any factors you feel are important. Additionally, Kalispell’s TIGER grant identified that the existing stretch of approximately 1.5 miles of railroad tracks that run through the Core Area be replaced with a
bike/pedestrian trail. The community has long asked for this trail and we are now returning to the community to ask for your input on trail design. While we will host a community design forum expected next summer to focus on the specifics of the
design, currently, we are asking for your input on the general design features that you would like to see incorporated.

Please complete the surveys included in this newsletter and return to the Community and Economic Development Department at the City of Kalispell or attend any of the community meetings mentioned in this newsletter. Once the community input is
tallied the City will include this input in the NEPA EA document.

Thank you for carefully considering how these new streets and trail can best meet the needs of Kalispell and the broader community!




