
Fall 2011

News from the Neighborhood
In early August the first newsletter was mailed out to all property owners in the planning area letting you know 
of the City of Kalispell’s efforts on a long range neighborhood plan in what we call our core area.  In this 
second newsletter we would like to update you on some recent events and invite you to an upcoming meeting 
with the planning board.

Brownfields Training
On September 8, 2011, over 40 community members 
participated in a free training on Brownfields hosted by 
the City of Kalispell and sponsored by Glacier Bank, 
Rocky Mountain Bank and the Northwest Montana 
Association of Realtors.  Participants included commercial
lenders, realtors, appraisers, economic and community 
development professionals and others in a full day of 
training provided by the Community Brownfields 
Foundation.  This training was intended to help 
community leaders get a better handle on cleaning up, 
developing and redeveloping properties effected by 
Brownfield sites.  For copies of the handouts provided 
please contact Katharine Thompson at the Community 
Development office.

What are Brownfield sites?
Brownfield sites are properties where the expansion, redevelopment or reuse of which may be complicated by 
the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant or contaminent.  Many of the Brownfield 
sites have had some type of industrial or commercial use that over the years have left behind some form of 
contamination.  Typical examples include old or former gas stations with old or leaking underground tanks, 
abandon underground oil heating tanks, or warehouses or business that handled certain chemicals over the 
years.  It can also include asbestos in old buildings.  Such sites are not uncommon in communities but they can 
impact property values and the ability to sell, develop or redevelop the property.  Within our planning area there 
are at least 29 such sites identified.

URA Recommends Expanding West Side Urban Renewal Plan
An urban renewal plan is a tool that can be used to help redevelop properties in the city.  Currently there is such 
a plan in effect on the west side of Kalispell called the West Side Urban Renewal Plan.  It does include a small 
corner of our Area Wide Planning Neighborhood.  The City’s Urban Renewal Agency (URA) who oversees 
activity within the West Side Urban Renewal Plan, met last month and agreed that if the city were to expand the 
boundaries of the West Side Plan into our Area Wide Planning Neighborhood it would offer more options to 
develop or redevelop in this area.  The Urban renewal committee members include Marc Rold, Chair; Tom 
Lund, Vice Chair; Suzanne Faubert; Richard Kuhl; and Shannon Nalty.  Their recommendation went to the city 
council and on September 6 the council decided to send that recommendation to the Kalispell Planning Board 
for their input.

Planning  Board Meeting
The planning board will hold a meeting and you are invited on Tuesday, September 27, 2011 at 7 pm in 
Council Chambers at City Hall, 201 First Avenue East.  The purpose of the meeting is two-fold.  First we 
will provide a general update on the early planning efforts in our Area Wide Planning Neighborhood.  We have 
collected a lot of information that we will share in coming newsletter and we will be sharing much of that here.  
We will talk to the planning board about a schedule of meetings out in the community as we expand our 
outreach beyond the 80 or so property owners we have met with personaly to date.  We will also be asking the 
board if it is a good idea to expand the West Side Urban Renewal Plan into our neighborhood.  The planning 
board will welcome any community member comments on what might be appropriate and needed
improvements to the area to encourage a return of private investment to the former industrial corridor of 
Kalispell.

Contacts:

Katharine Thompson Sean Conrad

Community Development Manager Senior Planner

kthompson@kalispell.com sconrad@kalispell.com

758-7713 758-7942
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