
We are sending you this newsletter because you own property within Kalispell’s core area as shown on 
the attached map. Kalispell began nearly 120 years ago as a main stop railroad town.  At the time, the 
railroad line marked the north edge of town and then industrial users built up along the rail including 
four lumber mills, multiple oil tanks, the grain elevators and the cherry warehouse among others.   All but 
one of those early rail users have now left and we have seen little private investment in this core industrial 
area in the past twenty years.  So the City is asking, “what will this area look like in another twenty years 
if the trend continues?  What would this community like to see happen in the area?  What can the City  
do to encourage re-investment?”

As an introduction to this planning 
effort in April, May and June of this 
year City staff contacted and met with 
80 owners of property in this core 
revitalization area. In talking with 
these folks the following common 
themes emerged:
• Railroad track removal
• Development of bike/walk path 
   to replace rail line
• Increased landscaping 
• Greater housing density
• Better lighting, particularly in alleys
We will continue to meet with property 
owners in the community to gather 
additional views and concerns.

We look forward to holding further community discussions and are sending this newsletter as one 
step in the process.  By fall we look to hold neighborhood meetings where property owners might 
discuss issues or themes most pertinent to them.  Later, we expect to hold community design charettes 
(public workshops that include community members, design professionals, and other project staff) where 
everyone can gather to map out a vision for the future of this critical area in our town.  Please contact us 
if you have questions or comments, watch for meeting notices to come and please plan to participate!   

www.kalispell.com

The City of Kalispell has begun a public outreach effort 
to gather the ideas and perspectives of area property 
owners on the future of the industrial core of town.  
There are approximately 1,100 parcels held by about 
400 property owners in this area that runs along the 
rail corridor through Kalispell east to west. We are 
using Washington Street as a northern boundary and 
First Street as a southern boundary (see map).

This project is funded by EPA’s Brownfields Division, 
which provides funds for communities interested in 
developing / re-developing older and under utilized 
commercial and industrial areas.

News from the Neighborhood
The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) 
will resurface 0.6 miles of West Idaho St. in Kalispell. 
The project begins just east of the intersection with 
Meridian Rd. and extends easterly 0.6 miles just west 
of the intersection with 1st Ave. WN.  The project 
is scheduled to be let to contract this year, but 
construction is currently not planned until next year. 
 
Proposed work includes milling the existing asphalt 
surface and applying a new concrete overlay (also 
called whitetopping). New concrete curb and gutter, 
sidewalk and curb ramps will be constructed at certain 
locations in order to bring areas into ADA compliance 
and improve facilities for non-motorized travel. 
Replacement of the signing and pavement markings 
will also be included.
 

Contacts:
Katharine Thompson     
Community Development Manager   
kthompson@kalispell.com    
758-7713

Sean Conrad
Senior Planner
sconrad@kalispell.com
758-7942      
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