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The Lofts at Ashley is envisioned as a mixed-scale multifamily village designed to be in 

keeping with traditional Rocky Mountain architecture. It is our intention to create a high 

quality, human scaled environment which balances architecture, landscaping and the 

necessities of automobile parking. We believe that urban infill in the form of multi-family 

housing is the best way to limit suburban sprawl and preserve Montana’s open spaces.   

 

Architecture 

The architecture of The Lofts at Ashley is based on local traditions, drawing inspiration 

from Montana’s rural buildings, such as barns, mills and cabins.  Each of the 4 proposed 

buildings is unique in scale, orientation and configuration. They have been arranged on the 

site to best preserve the most significant mature trees, to create attractive street elevations 

along Airport Road and Teal Street, and to mitigate impact on the adjacent existing 

neighborhood.  The scale of each building is visually reduced as much as possible by 

varying roof lines, incorporating dormers, and using several different cladding 

materials/colors.  Windows and individual balconies also vary in size and type and are 

oriented away from the adjacent existing homes. Exterior materials will include stained 

wood cladding, galvanized metal cladding/roofing, asphalt single roofing and stained post 

and beam timber detailing.  

 

 

 

 



Landscaping 

50% of the site is set aside for landscaping with approximately 40% of existing trees being 

preserved. The main feature of the landscape design is a 30,000 square feet, 51 feet wide, 6 

feet high berm and landscape buffer with dense coniferous plantings designed to diminish 

any impact on the adjacent neighborhood. Elsewhere, existing trees, as well as new 

plantings, are used extensively to visually anchor and scale down the new buildings. The 

landscape design also functions to lessen the visual impact of the parking areas by breaking 

up rows of parking with landscape islands and by buffering parking from adjacent city 

streets. A licensed Montana Architect will create the final landscape design.       

 

Parking 

The plan is provided with ample on-site parking at a rate of 1.9 parking spaces per dwelling 

unit.  The parking areas have been planned along driving lanes within the core of the site 

and are thus well screened from the public right of ways and the adjacent neighborhood by 

landscaping and new architecture. The driving lanes and parking rows are curvilinear with 

frequent landscape islands and pedestrian crosswalks which are intended to act as traffic 

calming features. It is intended that no parking rows should exceed 15 spaces in length and 

all rows should be bordered by landscaping. Also, parking has been oriented and bermed to 

limit any visual or lighting impact on the adjacent neighbors. Exterior lighting along the 

driving lanes and parking areas will be pedestrian scaled and all fixtures will be “full cut-

off” in order eliminate light pollution. It is intended that light levels be 0 foot candles at all 

the property lines.  
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"X" in NE Bridge abutment where Airport Road crosses Ashley Creek
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