THE Downtown Plan

Building on the great work and momentum from “The Core Area Plan,” the City of Kalispell is
embarking on a planning effort focused on energizing and reinforcing historic Downtown
Kalispell’s role as the heart of this community. If you haven’t heard, or want to learn more, this
newsletter explains the goals of this planning effort, its schedule, and what you can expect in the
coming months. Please, read on…

Goals of “THE Downtown Plan” Planning Effort
1. Develop a comprehensive inventory of the neighborhood. This entails answering a lot
of questions, such as:
 How many businesses, employees, and residents call Downtown Kalispell home?
How many buildings are there? How many of them are vacant? What kind of
condition are they in?
 How many parking spaces are there? Are they in the right places? What do they
cost?
 Where are the water, sewer, power, natural gas, and communication lines located?
Are they in the right place?
2. Identify the benefits and reasons to own property, operate a business, or live in the
downtown. As a property owner, business person, or resident, you have many choices
about where you can be located.
 What drew you to Downtown Kalispell?
 How long have you been here?
 What’s keeping you here?
3. Identify and clarify the problems or issues with the Downtown. Until we know what
the problems are, where they came from, and how different people see them, developing
effective, long term solutions will be out of reach.

4. Categorize and prioritize the challenges facing businesses and residents. Once we
have a good handle on what the issues are and how they affect the life and vitality of
Downtown Kalispell, they will be ranked in order of importance.
5. Develop and implement solutions to these shared challenges in a thoughtful and
efficient way.
The first step in this process is to meet with each and every property owner, shopkeeper, and
resident in the downtown and courthouse corridor. The meetings will continue through the
summer and into the fall. If you are receiving this notice and you own property, run a business,
or live within the study area, you will be contacted in the coming days and weeks to schedule
convenient time to meet and discuss your thoughts and ideas. A map showing the study area is
included on the next page.

Who’s conducting “THE Downtown Plan”?
THE Downtown Plan is being spearheaded by the Kalispell Planning Department and the
Department of Community & Economic Development.

Tom Jentz, Kalispell Planning Director
tjentz@kalispell.com, 758-7940
Tom Jentz has been the Director of the Kalispell Planning and Building Department since 2005
and has worked in the Flathead in various planning positions for over 30 years. He has degrees
in City Planning from North Dakota State University and lives in a phenomenal neighborhood on
North Main Street.

Katharine Thompson, Kalispell Community Development Manager
kthompson@kalispell.com, 758-7713
Katharine joined the City of Kalispell in 2008. She works in the areas of downtown
revitalization, historic preservation, brownfields, housing, tourism, grant writing and
administration, tax increment finance districts and revolving loan fund management. Prior to
employment at the City, she served as Executive Director of two Flathead non-profits. Katharine
is a University of Montana graduate with a degree in philosophy and economics, master of public
administration degree, and is a Certified Economic Developer.

Kevin LeClair, Senior Planner
kleclair@kalispell.com, 758-7942
Kevin has been with the City of Kalispell’s Planning Department for just over a year. He
graduated from the University of Montana in Missoula with a Forestry Degree. His civil service

career has spanned multiple cities and states. Most recently, he served as a Senior Planner for a
large suburb east of Seattle.

If you have any questions, comments, or just want to be the first to provide your feedback, please
feel free to call or e-mail at your convenience.

“THE Downtown Plan” Study Area

