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ABOVE: Desserts from last year’s Pie Auction were on
display at the Hardware Store. The Hardware Store is
again hosting the pie auction on Nov. 22. (Courtesy of
Mandy Ramey of Shaine Reece Farmers Insurance)
LEFT: Evergreen Chamber ambassadors Char
Sherman, Pearl Galbraith and Angie Meehan are on
hand at last year’s pie auction to assist. (Courtesy of
Mandy Ramey of Shaine Reece Farmers Insurance)

The holiday season has arrived

T

he holiday season kicks off
on Tuesday, Nov. 22, with
the Evergreen Chamber of
Commerce’s annual Tree Lighting
Ceremony and Pie Auction, held from 5
to 7 p.m. at The Hardware Store, located at 2148 U.S. 2 E. in Evergreen.
PIE AUCTION
The Pie Auction is held annually to
benefit Evergreen Chamber members’
food pantries.
Last year, chamber ambassadors and
community individuals baked 19 pies.
The pie auction raised $689 to benefit
Northwest Montana Veterans Food
Pantry.
This year, 33 pies have been pledged.
Those wishing to donate pies, please
bring them to The Hardware Store by 5
p.m., Nov 22.

invited to enjoy cookies and beverages.
GOING FOR THE GREEN RAFFLE
The Going for the Green drawing,
sponsored by the Evergreen Lions
Club, will be held at the Tree Lighting
Ceremony.
Tickets are $5 each and will be available for purchase at the tree lighting
event. One winner will win $1,500; and
the second winner, $500.

BELL RINGING COMPETITION
Towns in the county compete in a
friendly bell ringing contest to benefit
the Salvation Army.
Last year results are: Columbia Falls
$1,780.50 + $500 matching contribution
from Smith’s for outstanding kettling
at a Smith’s store; Evergreen, $1,534.70;
Kalispell, $1,002.97; Lakeside, $565.20;
Whitefish, $518.98; and Bigfork, $437.43.
TREE LIGHTING
This year’s event will take place on
Harmon Crane & Rigging will official- Dec. 15 at Super 1 Foods in Evergreen.
ly light the tree at 6 p.m. Co-hosting the
Any Evergreen Chamber member that
B.J. LUPTON of Snappy Sport Senter; Darla Harmon and Chuck Harmon of Harmon
event will be Michael’s East Exxon, Barn would like to volunteer can call the
Crane
& Rigging; and Evergreen Chamber President Chuck Eble of First Interstate
Door Event Rentals, Park Side Credit
chamber office at 885-1212 or email
Bank at last year’s bell ringing event. (Courtesy of Evergreen Chamber of Commerce)
Union and McDonald’s. The public is
evergreenchamber@centurytel.net.

Gravel moving out of Glacier Rail Park Proudly Protecting
Environmental assessment still underway
By SEABORN LARSON
Daily Inter Lake

the rail park to the BNSF
Railway Co. rail line
through the North Valley.
Until the environmenlittle more than a
year after Kalispell tal assessment is completed and work begins
received a $10 milon the new rail park,
lion dollar grant to move
the Glacier Rail Park proj- the existing rail line will
remain in place, traversect forward, project maning through Kalispell to
agers are anxious to get
started while the environ- its only two users, CHS
mental assessment contin- and Northwest Drywall.
While CHS has set a
ues toward completion.
Kim Morisaki, business relocation date for 2018,
Montana West Economic
development and speDevelopment is still in
cial projects manager at
talks with Northwest
Montana West Economic
Drywall to determine if
Development, said the
assessment is just part of the building supply company will relocate to the
the process. In the meannew park.
time, the gravel pit has
Getting tenants into
been a benefit to Flathead
the park is a large part of
County’s slope stabilizafunding the future infration project near Village
structure. The city earlier
Greens.
this year placed a tax
“We’re working with
the city and the county to increment finance district
take some gravel as well,” over the rail park, which
will put money generated
Morisaki said. “That will
help save money in the
long haul.”
Morisaki said the
200,000 cubic yards of
gravel that need to be
removed would have cost
a couple of million dollars
in labor and transportation. This method saves
money on both sides, she
said.
The environmental
assessment is required
by the Federal Railroad
Administration and is
being carried out by KLJ
Engineering with input
from the city and the
economic development
authority, which are
partners in the rail park
project located in the
Evergreen area on the
east edge of Kalispell.
LOCATIONS IN:
The project will revamp
EVERGREEN
the gravel pit along the
KALISPELL
Stillwater River into a
LIBBY
new end of the Watco rail
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by new additions to the
tax base toward infrastructure development.
Morisaki said no other
companies have committed to the rail park
yet, although she expects
interest to grow once the
assessment is completed
and infrastructure work
begins.
“It’s going to take a
year to put the infrastructure in, so it’s hard to
sell or lease the lots until
then,” she said.
In the meantime,
Morisaki said the gravel
pit is benefiting more
than the city and county.
Students from Flathead
Valley Community
College will have the
opportunity to assist with
hauling gravel off the
property, providing experience to area students.
Kalispell Community
Development Manager

Katharine Thompson
said the city is looking
forward to having some
gravel in stock with the
winter season ahead.
“It will just get used
through the winter season when they need gravel,” she said.
It’s still a little early
for winter; Kalispell
crews are still raking
leaves. The city, which
has partnered with
Montana West for the
rail park project, is now
awaiting the chance to
get started on the infrastructure projects to draw
tenants to the park.
“A lot of it is process:
getting ready to build.
That’s where we’re at,”
Thompson said.
Reporter Seaborn Larson
may be reached at 758-4441
or by email at slarson@dailyinterlake.com.

Evergreen and
All Of Northwest
Montana since 2001
Fire Extinguisher Sales & Service
Kitchen / Industrial Systems
Fire Clothing & Equipment

LLC

Accurate Fire Systems
1737 Hwy. 35 | Kalispell, MT 59901

752-0163

PLANT LAND
YOU’LL
OUR
FAMILY OWNED
GARDEN CENTER

Draw for savings of 10%, 15% or 20% Off your
Total Purchase on Small Business
Saturday 2016 from 9 to 5pm.
1008 US Hwy 2 E • Kalispell, 756-7568
(At the Bottom of Underpass Hill) OPEN: Mon-Sat 9am - 5pm • Sunday CLOSED

www.plant-land.com
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Enclosed RV and Boat Storage
W
E

with Lights and 14’ Automatic Doors

AVAILABLE NOW!
2 miles north of the Airport on Hwy 2
manager@windmillstorage.com

