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CHAPTER 1 ð INTRODUCTION TO OUR 

PLAN  

 
The City of Kalispell, downtown business es and property 

owners, have come together to develop a plan for Historic 

Downtown Kalispell. The downtown area of Kalispell is 

truly the heart of our  community . This plan is a vision for 

Downtown Kalispell that looks back  at its historical past to 

allow it  to  have a viable future. Without a plan f or the 

future, the Downtown 

risks losing the identity it 

has had since the cityõs 

incorporation in  

1892.  

 

The Downtown Plan is 

writte n to provide a vision stat ement and desired identity 

for the D owntown.  The v ision statement created for the 

Downtown  reflects major themes and values the r esidents 

and businesses in the Downtown conveyed in the public 

outreach process. The v ision statement d escribes the 

future condition  of the Downtown, providing the publ ic 

with a  big picture of how the Downtown could look and feel 

20 years from now.  

 

The plan includes a series of òkey issuesó that outline 

essential hurdles the city must overcome to make the 

vision reality. Goal statements and policies will be used as 

the building blocks that will help im plement the vision. A 

number of goals and policies are included in this plan to 

provide direction to achieve the vision of the built 

environment and address the key issues.  Other policies 

address the social environment which, together with the 

built envir onment, creates an area wi thin the city that 

improves quality of life for its residents. Downtown 

Kalispell is unique and its future is vital to the city as a 

whole. Accordingly, a focused collection of efforts and 

actions will be required to make Kalispel lõs Downtown 

vision become reality.  

 

Kalispellõs downtown 

businesses are aware of 

the n eed for a healthy 

and vigorous 

downtown. Continued 

vitality i n Kalispellõs 

Downtown is dependent upon acceptance of the need for 

corrective measures. Without a visionary plan s et in place, 

complacency tends  to take over and identity can be lost. 

Having a plan in place puts the D owntown in control of its 

future, with obtainable goals that improve the area and 

ultimately the quality of life for anyone within it. Th e health 

and vitality of a community should be reflected in  the 

strength and vigor of its d owntown center. Long -term 

benefits to the community from a strong attractive city 

center will be substantial. The purpose of this plan is to 

develop a vision to addr ess long -term  sustainability of 

Kalispellõs Downtown . 

  

òBy far the greatest and most admirable form of wisdom is that 
needed to plan and beautify cities and human communitiesó 

 
     - Socrates , Greek philosopher &  dramatist (469 -399 BC)  
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Downtown Kalispell, 1940
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The 82-acre  plan boundary shown to the right  has been 

the epicenter of business and social gathering since the city 
was created. There are 228 lots , 163 property owners and 
332 separate business/tenants in the 24 square block 

area.  Approximately 49.2 acres is in lots and parcels and 
the remaining 32.8 acres is in city streets/sidewalks.  The 
plan area  is bounded by Center Street on the north and the 

Flathead County Courthouse on the south  with Main 

Street extending through the middle.  

Notes:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Downtown Kalispell Plan Boundary 
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Downtown Kalispell Story :  

 

Kalispell was founded on St. Patrickõs Day in 1891, its 

name coming from the Pend Oreille language for òPrairie 

above the lakeó. Kalispell actually had its earliest beginning 

stemming back to Demersville, a small town built in 1887 

on the Flathead River at òthe head of river navigationó a few 

short miles southeast of present day Kalispell. By 1890, 

Demersville boasted 72 saloon lice nses and commercial 

prop erty so expensive that business men leased lots at 

$100/month instead of buying land. Demersvilleõs future, 

however, was to be short -lived. Charles Conrad, a Fort 

Benton, Montana banker who had accrued wealth in the 

trade business, w as enamored by the beauty of the 

Flathead Valley and decided to start his next business 

venture here. He started the Kalispell Town 

Site Company in 1891 with 3 other 

businessmen just a few miles north of 

Demersville.  

 

Using his vast knowledge in the trade  industry, 

Charles convinced his  good friend James J. 

Hill, CEO of Great Northern Railroad, to put 

the division point of the railroad within the 

Kalispell Town Site. The move was an overnight 

success, and Demersville literally packed up 

and moved to presen t day Kalispell leaving 

little behind to mark its existence.  On January 

1, 1892, the railroad came to Kalispell, the city 

was incorporated that fall and by 1893 there was a city 

wide electrical system, a city wide sewer system and a city 

wide water system that boasted 53 fire hydrants. In 1894 

Flathead County was organized and Kalispell became the 

county seat.  By 1900, the town had grown to 2,500 people.   

The railroad dream in Kalispell was to be short -lived.  The 

Great Northern Railroad rerouted the main  line up to 

Whitefish in 1904 relegating Kalispell to a spur line. Even 

with this setback, Kalispell had firmly planted itself as the 

professional, governmental and retail center of the 

Flathead Valley and by 1910 the population had grown to 

5,549 people.  The 1910 Sanborn Map, next page , shows 

the City of Kalispell õs layout at that time. It is interesting 

to note that the downtown area depicted in the center of 

the map still encompasses the current d owntown 

commerc ial center today .  



 

INTRODUCTION TO OUR PLAN       6 | P a g e 
 

 

1910 Sanborn Map 


